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AGP welcomes New Chairman 
On October 28, 2008 
Joachim Hofmann, 
Manager - Supplier 
Quality Engineering at 
Mercedes-Benz U.S. 
International, Inc. in 
Vance, took over as 
chairman of the Ala-
bamaGermany Part-
nership (AGP) at the 

annual membership meeting.  Hofmann 
began his career with Mercedes-Benz as a 
Management Trainee in 1997 in Stuttgart, 
Germany where he held numerous posi-

tions within the purchasing group of Mer-
cedes-Benz passenger cars.  He moved to 
Alabama with MBUSI in 2004 as an assistant 
manager in finance and was responsible for 
supplier bankruptcy management, material 
budget planning and tooling cash-out man-
agement.  He has served in his current posi-
tion for 6 months and oversees the supplier 
quality group for the M-, R-, and GL-class 
built at the Mercedes-Benz plant in Vance.  
Chairman Hofmann has served on the AGP 
board since 2005. He is married to Christine 
and they have two daughters, Olivia and 
Emily. 

AGP Event Outlook 
Opening Ceremony 
Berlin Airlift Exhibit 
On Friday, February 27, 
2009 the 60th Anniver-
sary of the Berlin Airlift 
Exhibit opening cere-
mony will take place at 
the Southern Museum 
of Flight.  Berlin Airlift 
Veterans living in Ala-
bama will be honored. 
The German Consul General from the At-
lanta office, Col. Wolfgang Samuel, USAF 
(Ret), author of German Boy, and other 
special guests and dignitaries will be pre-
sent.  The overall aim of the project is to 
raise awareness of the Berlin Airlift, one of 
the greatest humanitarian efforts of all 
time. The Airlift made friends out of former 
enemies when the Americans and their al-
lies, Great Britain and France, saved more 
than two million men and women in the city 

(Continued on page 3) 

AGP Event Review 

AGP HR Summit 
Alabama Germany Partnership successfully 
held its 1st Human Resource Summit on 
February 13, 2009 in the World Business 
Center in Birmingham, AL.  The summit was 
moderated by AGP Vice President of Educa-
tion Anna Gramberg (Dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts, Auburn University). Presenters 
included Devin Dolive (Burr and Forman, 
LLP) Dagmar Rick, Esq., (Law Office), Anne 

(Continued on page 2) 

AGP Event Outlook 
2009 Annual Dinner 
and Business Forum 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !ƭŀōŀƳŀDŜǊƳŀƴȅ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
Annual Dinner and Business Forum will take 
place April 23 - 24, 2009 in Montgomery at 
the Renaissance Hotel & Spa at the Con-
vention Center. Please reserve the date, 
and if you or your company are interested 

(Continued on page 4) 
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A SPECIAL THANKS 
 

TO OUR SPONSORS! 
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Flag Sponsors 2008 

 

Yuengert (Bradley Arant Boult Cummings, 
LLP), James Kimbrough, III (Hofmann Ser-
vices, Inc.) and Bettina Byrd-Giles (The 
.ƛǊŘΩǎ bŜǎǘ [[/ύΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ 
information on the American With Dis-
abilities Act 2008, Visa and Immigration 
Laws, Top 10 Reasons for Employment 
Lawsuits, Necessity of a Staffing Agency 
for Foreign Owned Companies and Man-
aging Diversity in a Gobal Business Cul-
ture.  
The HR Summit was attended by AGP Vice 
President of Culture Gerhard Graf 
(Ashford Advisors, Inc.), AGP Vice Presi-
dent of Membership, Alan Wood (SS 
Nesbitt and Co. Inc.), Evelyn Neunzig 
(Formel D USA, Inc.), Carolyn Turner 
(Alabama International Trade Center), 
Tamara Moriya (Japan America Society of 
Alabama), Alexander Maier (Hofmann 
Services), Andrea Taylor (Merrill Lynch), 
Ashley Davis (Merrill Lynch), Amy Myers 
(Haskell Slaughter Young & Rediker LLP), 
Cassandra Spencer (Alabama Technology 
Network), Angela Wilson (Moreson Con-
ferencing Inc.), Kimberly Couch 
(Hoerbiger Automotive Comfort Systems 
Inc.), Trent Cotton (SourcePointe), Mark 
Love, Brooks Wilbourn (Kuehne + Nagel), 
Trish Coghlan (AlabamaGermany Partner-
s h i p ) ,  J u l i a  B o e h m- M c K a y 
(AlabamaGermany Partnership). 

(Continued from page 1) 
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AGP Human Resource Summit 

(L-R) Dagmar Rick, Devin Dolive 

(L-R) Tamara Moriya, Alexander Maier 

(L-R) Mark Love, Julia Boehm-McKay, Andrea Taylor, Devin 
Dolive, Dagmar Rick, James Kimbrough, III, Kimberly Couch, 
Alexander Maier, Trish Coghlan. 
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The AlabamaGermany Partnership was founded in 1998 to foster ties and serve as 
a resource for members and others interested in a strong 

business and cultural relationship between Alabama and Germany. 
For additional information, please visit our website at www.AlabamaGermany.org. 

http://www.edpa.org/
http://www.eissmann.de/
http://www.att.com/
http://www.mobilechamber.com/
http://www.stclairedc.com/
http://www.bhamintlairport.com/
http://www.dentbaker.com/
http://www.ingenics.de/
http://www.tcida.com/
http://www.mbusi.com/
http://www.roedlusa.com/
http://www.huntsvillealabamausa.com/
http://www.hsvairport.org/
http://www.vestavialaw.com/

