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Editor: Anne Marie Seibel,  Managing Editor: Patricia Coghlan,  Assistant Editor: Julia Böhm-McKay 

Dear Members, 
 
I am proud to say that 
the AGP is continuing 
to grow, especially 
during this time of 
economic unease - or 
maybe as a result of it! 
 
Networking and shar-
ing thoughts and ideas 

with each other is more important than 
ever. Our membership increased last year 
by 11% - beyond what we had expected. 
 
Last year we strengthened our affiliation 
with the German American Chamber of 
Commerce and in October we held the first 
joint AGP/GACC event in Auburn. This dem-
onstrates how we are working together 
across the state, across the border and 
throughout the southeast to bring you the 
best value for your contribution. We also 
reached out to Mobile to the recently 
formed American German Business Club, 
with which we share some members. Just a 
few weeks ago we held our Annual Dinner 
and Business Forum in Montgomery. I hope 
you agree that this event - again - was a 
tremendous success. 
 
The AGP has been able to maintain our 
budget this year and we appreciate your 
support of this organization even more dur-
ing these difficult times. We want to make 
sure we meet the needs of our members 
and to ensure we provide the benefits and 
value you deserve as the core of our organi-
zation. 
 
Thank you very much, 
 
Best regards, 

 
 
 

Joachim Hofmann 

AGP Event Review 
2009 Award Recipients 

At the Annual Dinner awards were pre-
sented to businesses and individuals in the 
Alabama/Germany community. Retiring-
Mercedes-Benz U.S. International (MBUSI) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Joachim Hofmann, MBUSI 

The AlabamaGermany Partnership success-
fully held its Annual Dinner and Business 
Forum on April 23-24 at the Renaissance 
Montgomery Hotel. 

(Continued on page 2) 

AGP Event Review 
2009 Annual Dinner 
and Business Forum 

Andreas Wolf with expanding Germany company award for 
Aluminum Technology Schmid North America with AGP Chair-
man Joachim Hofmann. 

Guests enjoy the 2009 Annual Dinner. 
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The event kicked-off with a recep-
tion featuring piano music by AGP 
member and FDSK board member 
Amy Hulteen and a Silent Auction 
with 59 items that were contributed 
by the following donors: AHI Corpo-
rate Housing, Ashford Advisors, Belle 
La Vie Spa, Birmingham Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, Bradley 
Arant Boult Cummings LLP, CRH 
North America, Dagmar W. Rick, 
Dent, Baker & Co., Economic Devel-
opment Partnership of Alabama, 
FDSK German Club, Greater Birming-
ham Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
Ingenics, Japan-America Society of 
Alabama, Four Points by Sheraton 
Biloxi Beach Boulevard, Marshall 
Design-Build, Lufthansa, Mercedes-
Benz, Montgomery Tourism Center, 
Moreson Conferencing, Cullman Eco-
nomic Development Agency, Retire-
ment Systems of Alabama, The Ren-

(Continued from page 1) 

AGP Event Review 
2009 Annual Dinner & Silent Auction 

Dr. Thomas Fox wins the door prize provided by Burr and 
Forman. Also pictured are Devin Dolive and Trish Coghlan. 

(L-R) Jamie Wood, Alan Wood, Lauren Goodson, Carol 
Pinkerton and Gerhard Graf 

(L-R) Tamara Moriya, Julia Boehm-McKay and Kazuo Moriya 

Trish Coghlan congratulates David Ford, winner of the two 
Lufhtansa Airline tickets. 

(L-R) Jim Robertson, Dagmar Rick and Judy Benson (L-R) Gerhard Graf, Harold Coghlan and Carol Pinkerton 

(L-R) Eberhard Wandel, Alexander Maier, Thomas Nieland, and 
Andreas Wolf 

(L-R) Greg Barker, Iris Gross and Mark Jackson For more pictures from this and other events go to 
www.AlabamaGermany.org/photo-gallery/ 

aissance Montgomery Hotel, TECH 
LLC, Tuscaloosa County IDA, U.S. 
Space & Rocket Center, University 
of Montevallo, What's on Second, 
Jutta von Bucholtz, Trish Coghlan, 
Evelyn Neunzig, Sarah Kate Nichols 
and Jamie Wood. 
 

WSFA 12 Montgomery News An-
chor Bob Howell served as the mas-
ter of ceremonies for the dinner 
and program. After the 2009 
awards were presented (see page 
3), a gourmet basket donated by 
Burr & Forman LLC was given to Dr. 
Thomas Fox. David Ford from Tus-
caloosa was announced to be the 
highest bidder of the two open-
ended round trip economy class 
Lufthansa tickets to Europe. LAMP 
High School German Club students 
performed German songs during 
the dinner.  

http://www.alabamagermany.org/photo-gallery/

